
   

 LUTHERAN CHURCH – MISSOURI SYNOD 

 
 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8100 SHADY GROVE RD. 

MECHANICSVILLE, VA  23111 
 

SAINTPAUL-LCMS.COM 

804.427.7500 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

2ND SUNDAY IN LENT 
FEBRUARY 25, 2024 



-2- 

Sunday Schedule 
Adult Bible Study – 9:15 a.m. 

Traditional Worship – 10:30 a.m. 

 
 
Rev. Rodney E. Bitely, Pastor 

Mr. Bill Moats, Choir Director 

Mr. Roger Sethmann, Organist 

Mrs. Debbie Harris, Church Secretary 

A Word About Communion  

 
We Lutherans believe in the Real Presence, namely that Christ’s body and blood are actually present 

with the bread and wine in a very special way (1 Cor. 10:16).  Because we want to honor Christ and to 

grow closer to Him through this precious gift of forgiveness we practice close communion.  Our faith 

in Christ brings us closer to Him and to each other.  This sacrament is His way of keeping us close, that 

is, in union or communion with Him and fellow Christians.  In order to build closeness, please read 

below before communing. 

 

 I confess my sins to God and rely on Jesus Christ to save me from them. 

 I believe that Christ is really present in this Sacrament and that with the bread and wine I 

actually receive His true body and blood. 

 I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend my sinful life and live a life that is 

pleasing to God. 

 

As We Gather  

 We are met today with a profound reality: 
that Christ died for the ungodly, and that 

we were once rightly called the ungodly. It 

is hard to even fathom the depth of our 
sinfulness. Yet for all the depth of sin 

present in us and in the world, Christ’s love for us and His forgiveness 
of us runs deeper still. And now, we have reconciliation and peace with 

God that passes all understanding. 
. 

 

 
Prelude 
 
Welcome & Announcements 

 
Stand 

 

Key: 

 D – Stand   
P – Pastor 

A – Assistant/Reader 

C – Congregation 
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611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 

 

 

 
Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. 

Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Opening Sentences Based on Romans 5:3-5 

P Our Lenten journey continues toward the cross. 

C It is a journey marked with suffering, 

  

P but suffering produces endurance. 

C Endurance produces character. 

  

P Character produces hope, 

C and hope in Christ does not put us to shame. 

 

Confession & Absolution  Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13; [John 20:19–23] 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 

first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 

sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 

to me, a sinner. 

 
(A moment of silence as we consider our sins) 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 
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Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 115:11–13, 18; antiphon: Psalm 25:6 

P  Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 

C  for they have been from of old. 

P  You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD! 

C  He is their help and their shield. 

P  The LORD has remembered us; he will bless us; 

C  he will bless the house of Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron; 

P  he will bless those who fear the LORD, 

C  both the small and the great. 

P  We will bless the LORD 

C  from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD! 

P  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

C  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, 

C  for they have been from of old. 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
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763 When Peace, like a River 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt. 

Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838–76 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day Lent 2 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray… O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty 

power defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil 

thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16 
 

God renames Abram as Abraham. 

 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 17. 

  

 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I 

am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, that I may make my covenant between 

me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to 

him, “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 

No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have 

made you the father of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will 

make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. And I will establish my covenant 

between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an 

everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. . . . 

 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but 

Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will 

bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Romans 5:1–11 
 

Christ died for the ungodly. 

 

A The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 5. 

  Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 

stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our 

sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, 

and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been 

poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will 

scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even 

to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by 

him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 

death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More 
than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 

received reconciliation. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Choral Anthem 
 

Stand 

 

Gradual Hebrews 12:2 

P   [O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 

C  the founder and perfecter of our faith, 

P  who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

C  and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

 

Holy Gospel Mark 8:27–38 
 

Jesus is the Christ who must suffer, die, and rise again. 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way 

he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they told him, “John the Baptist; 

and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” And he asked them, “But who do you 

say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” And he strictly charged them to tell 

no one about him. 

 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected 

by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 

And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and 

seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting 

your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 

 And he called to him the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “If anyone would come 

after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save 

his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. For 

what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? For what can a man give 

in return for his life? For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 

sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of 

his Father with the holy angels.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Children's Message 

All children, preschool age through elementary school, are invited to come forward for a 

special message. 
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437 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 

Tune: Hugh Wilson, 1764–1824 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Sermon - Mark 8:27-38, "The Christ" 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stand 

 

  

“And on the way he [Jesus] asked his disciples, 

   ‘Who do people say that I am?’ 
 And they told him, 

   ‘John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; 

       and others, one of the prophets.’ 

 And he asked them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 

   Peter answered him, ‘You are the Christ.’” 

                            Mark 8:27b-29 
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Prayer of the Church 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who labor, and for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, especially..., let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and 

for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, especially..., let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen. 

 
 

Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Voluntary 
 

Stand 
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956 Create in Me 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Psalm 51:10–12 

Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 

who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

Sit 

 
Distribution 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to 

those who come to receive, saying: 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your 

sins. 

Amen. 

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 
Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray… We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

P Go in peace. 

C Serve the Lord! 

 

837 Lift High the Cross sts. ref–4, 6 

 

 

 

 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827–1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874–1956, alt. 

Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875–1947 

Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005347 
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Postlude 

 

 
 

 

Acknowledgments 

 

Divine Service, Setting 4 as edited from Lutheran Service Book© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

Portions taken from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 2. Copyright © 2023, Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Service, 2024-02-18, Lent 1.docx 

 

 

 

  



-19- 

  



-20- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A Congregation Sharing Christ’s Salvation 
    By Grace… 
     Through Faith… 
        Revealed in Scripture… 

Alone. 

“…[Jesus] said, ‘It is finished’ 
and He bowed His head 
and gave up His spirit.” 

John 19:30b 


